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For much of the 20th century, Atlanta was a magnet drawing newcomers from around the nation.

Atlantaâ€™s growth from a small Southern town to a Sunbelt colossus in many ways parallels the

changes that shaped America during those 100 years: industrialization, technological innovation,

suburbanization, and battles over racial equality. Largely overlooked in the Atlanta story, however,

are the experiences of lesbians and gay men. In a city governed by powerful business interests and

an ethos of Christian conservatism, gays and lesbians maneuvered in ways both large and small,

public and private, to find personal happiness, professional fulfillment, and, eventually, a political

voice. Until recently, Atlantaâ€™s gay and lesbian history survived and perished with the memories

of the men and women who lived it. Now a small part of that history has been preserved in this

collection of unforgettable images.
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Images of America: Gay and Lesbian Atlanta is an offshoot of an Atlanta History Center exhibition,

The Unspoken Past: Atlanta Lesbian and Gay History, 1940â€“1970. Most of the images are held in

the collections of the James G. Kenan Research Center at the Atlanta History Center, where

coauthor Wesley Chenault serves as archivist. Coauthor Stacy Braukman, who received a doctorate

in history from the University of North Carolina, is a writer and editor in Atlanta.

I enjoyed looking at this picture book, but it would have been a lot more enjoyable if the book were

about twice as big. It's maybe 7x9 (maybe somewhat bigger), and there are several pictures to a



page, usually, with captions. I guess they went for the cheapest format, and maybe it would have

cost twice as much to print it twice as big. It would have been worth it, though.

So glad I discovered this amazing book. Much information within that I was not aware.

Book was interesting, but lack enough photo's from the Era that I lived there. 1980-1985.

It's unusual to find a book that offers a unique look into the lives of an early LGBT community.
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